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CHAPTER 10

How Does the Judicial System Work?

[t was a beautiful fall night when a local gang severely beat
two 15-year-olds walking in the park. Residents in a near-
by house heard the disturbance and called 911. When police
arrived, many young people were at the scene. Several were
led away in handcuffs. One girl kept saying she was glad
someone had finally made the victims “shut up for being
so dumb.”

Police suspected that more teens were involved in the
incident. They knew they would be gathering more evidence
in the coming weeks. Two teens were eventually arrested
and charged with the beatings. You will meet them in the
following pages. Before you read their stories, predict what
might happen to them.

Led away in handcuffs

What You Need to Know

= What safeguards in the judicial system
protect the rights of people accused of
crimes, the victims of crime, and
society?

® What roles do the police and the courts
play in a democracy?

= What is the purpose of a youth criminal
justice system?

= What is the origin of Aboriginal justice?
What is its role today?

= How can you organize information
before writing a paper or delivering an
oral report?

Key Terms

burden of proof Crown

prosecution adversarial system

Aboriginal justice incarceration

young offenders defendant

Youth Criminal systemic racism
Justice Act restorative justice

warrant

Key Question

How much should government
interfere with people’s rights and
freedoms?
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