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Crime Rate in Canada, 1962 to 2002
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FIGURE 10.3 Many people think that the crime rate is rising. These figures.
indicate otherwise. The slight increase after 2002 was due to a surge in
counterfeiting. Source: Statistics Canada, www:statcan.ca/Daily/English/
040728/d040728a.htm

= People do not know much about the criminal justice system. They
are often exposed to unique stories of failed prosecutions, lenient
sentences, and wrongful convictions, and think these are the norm

‘Trust in the justice system is important for Canadians. If the public
loses confidence, then citizens are more reluctant to report crimes, act
as witnesses, or serve on juries. These are all responsibilities that citizens
in a democracy must be willing to perform if the justice system is to
work properly.

WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS

he Canadian justice system is based on the principle that a person is
innocent until proven guilty. However, sometimes this principle is over-
looked when the system is busy pursuing someone it believes to be guilty.
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= the right not to have to testify against themselves (appear as a
witness in their own trial)

= the right not to be subjected to cruel and un,
punishment.

al treatment or

THE CHANGING JUSTICE SYSTEM

Canadian society is constantly changing, and the legal system must
change with it. Laws and legal procedures are always under review. Old
laws may become outdated because of changing social values and new
technologics.

In the past, the courts did not have to deal with crimes involving the
Internet and high-tech digital information. There was no such thing as
“theft of personal electronic information.” Few people talked about
decriminalizing marijuana possession. Concepts such as victims rights
(the rights of those people hurt by a criminal offence) and Aboriginal
justice (a justice system managed by Aboriginal peoples) were unknown.

The justice system also has to deal with a growing case load. Many
more cases are coming before Canadian courts today than in the past
It can take months to bring criminal cases to trial, and often years before
civil disputes are settled. The judicial system is experimenting with
newer ways to settle disputes and with ideas drawn from Aboriginal jus-
tice (see pages 211-215).

ATTITUDES TOWARD THE LAW

Tn many democracics, confidence in the justice system has waned. There
are many reasons for this. As democratic societies become more open
and less authoritarian, citizens are more willing to question their insti-
tutions. Also, several high-profile trials around the world have exposed
corruption or mismanagement in police departments and in the courts
Sometimes a case can highlight people’s attitudes about a law, or a
proposed change in law. In 2005, four RCMP officers were shot and killed
while trying to repossess a pickup truck at an Alberta farm. The owner
of the farm was also running an illegal marijuana growing operation.
‘The event shocked Canadians. It was the largest loss of ROMP life since
the Northwest rebellions of 1885. Flags flew at half-mast across Canada.
Many politicians and citizens called for tougher sentences for marijuana
growing operations. Others said that if marijuana had been made legal,





image3.jpeg
0 2y u spuayo Sursiasadns ueyy
saouostid Sussiasadns 1e ol 1919q ¥ 0p sanowInE [pUoNIIY =

‘ 19932q Way) MO A} 122 SALIOINE [PON9110 pue
1002 o) Padsar A ey 210w s1010 2>1j0d Padsar ajdoag =

152M0] 91 2A12021 wiassis dfored
A pue $1M0 a3 Bunyer 29UIPYUd 1$YFY A 24191 1[04 W

“wtsds aonsnl feurupy
o3 dureiq pue Bursta st 211 i oy 1eq1 2r017aq ofdoad 150y

Buimofoy au papnpuos ‘wareay
[ouonpIIL wy 2dtisnf up uapifuor dpms dys o sioqme 2y,

ATV MM | 31GDL MIN3Y [PUOREUIIU Uy BRSNF Ul 23UBPIUOY
WOy DIDQ 221105, eap 1e316 e, 353101 £{,25U3PIYU0 0u, oS
2131 1, aysAs 250N 341 Ul 3ney NOK 0P 2UIPYUO3 YN MOH,
“Uonsanb a3 o3 sueipeue Jo sasuodsal SMOUS Lewd SIYL Z-0L JUNDI

%S WL %6 %ZC %L %8 %L

\
BRS¢ .

$ALUN0) dEDOWIp 9240 MOIj3} £ WO ey LOsIaNS s1y Sicae

1910 pUP epeuE) ul Aqnoxn uy watsAs aansn( oy | D 005 SuSH 2 Lo di
IS 100} 34310} 52Uy oW 101 3HNOLA

SIS AN 2 puE suoneu ueadoiny uf uapyuo>
JO S[PAD] J9MO] UKD PUNO) SIaYILISII S APIIS Y|
“wayshs
2ansnl 241 ur 23uapyu0> Jo Yoe] v AOIPUI (g1 sioq
“unu) jued1ad 7 2[5 warsis nsn(2) 1moqe [eanaw
193} (102212 7) A ue-pruu oy ur asoy 1, wranss aouisn(
4 U1 2dupy 03 s521xa suepeULy J0 1u2d12d 9 0L
PuL noA 4912801 S1aquinu 22143 352 241 ppe 1ok Jj Jou
212 I2qUINU A[qezIS ©INq ‘WsAs 298N { Y UruapyUOd
axe suwprue) fueus 770 oty woiy 205 ue> nok sy
2211 [[e 1n0qe suoruido Suons axey suszd I50jY "sas
~Lwy) SME[ 241 Pue 1005 51 90170d oty s donsn(
UEPEIED) 24} J0 SAUOIIIIO 22143 Preso] SApRILIE 1]
~qnd paryBiIyBiy 10230 94 | panes 122 282 o sanyg
PUP POLIN30 2ALL 19ADU PO OPUTIS U 01 £ Yo

QTH0M KAVIOWALNOD THL NI VAVNY)





