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Grade 9 Social Studies

Law

their problems. On weekends, Allan and
his friends looked for people to harass.
Allan was the leader of the group and the
only one of legal age.

Tn September, Allan did not return
t0 school with his friends. He was laid off
from his summer job and could only find
part-time work that he hated. Later in the
fall, the Mustang needed front end work
and a valve job. Allan could not afford to
pay for the work, but continued to drive
the car anyway. He and his father argued
about Allan’s job, money for the car,
everything. After a big fight, they stopped
talking to each other. Allan’s life was a
mess again and he knew the reason why—
immigrants.

On November 11,2011, Allan
Litilewood was arrested. He had thrown a
fire bomb through the front window of a
corner store owned by an immigrant
family. The store owner’s young daughter
suffered third-degree burns and smoke
inhalation. Later that night she died in
hospital.

Respond (o the questions below in full
sentences in the space provided. Please
pay attention to the value of the question.

1. Why did Allan lose his driver’s license?
When did he lose his license? (2 marks)

2. Explain, with support of 2 pieces of
information from the case study, why Allan
failed his math test and was having trouble
at school. (2 marks)

— s e 8

3. How were Mr. Littlewood and Mrs.
Littlewoods opinions of their neighbour
different? Why might people who are a part
of the same family have such different
opinions? (2 marks)
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Respond to the questions below in full
sentences in the space provided. Please
pay attention to the value of the question.

4. Lok up the meaning of the word
“scapegoat” and list it below: (1 mark)

5. Tn what ways did Allan make
immigrants a scapegoat for his own
‘problems? (2 marks)

Questioning Society:
6. What does it mean to be a “racist™? Do
you think Mr. Litflewood is a racist? Why
‘or why not (use direct evidence from the
fext to support your answer)? (3 marks)

S S S S RS SIIE

S R

Section 1 Total:

12
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Allan Littlewood

Part 2: Allan Is Arrested

At 8:05 P.M. a call came into the central
‘police station through 911. Someone had
thrown a fire bomb through a convenience
store window. The dispatcher contacted a
squad car near the fire.

Two police officers arrived at the
scene. A small cluster of spectators was
gathered near the store front. The two
officers began the process of questioning
the bystanders individually, trying o
obtain consistent information. Witnesses
agreed that at about 7:30 P.M. ared
Mustang, license number TKL 503, or
508, pulled up to the curb outside the
store. Several young men got out and
yelled racial shurs at the owner. When the
owner came out and said he was calling
the police, the four youths sped off.

About fifteen minutes later, the car
returned and two males got out, one of
them the driver. He stuffed arag into a
bottle and put a match to the rag. One of
the boys in the car shouted “Don’t do it!”
The driver ignored him, while the other
‘male outside the car said “Hurry up”. The
driver ran towards the store, stopped, and
threw the fire bomb at the front window of
the store. The driver and passenger ran
back to the car. The car sped off towards
the main thoroughfare.

The two officers, George Cardinal
and Maria Perera, returned to police
‘headquarters. They ran a check on the car,
using both versions of the licence plate. In
less than an hour, they had Allan
Littlewood’s name and address.

By 11:00 P.M. the officers were at
the Littlewood home. They had seen the
Mustang in the driveway, checked its plate
and now stood in the doorway. Allan
answered the door. The officers identified
themselves and Allan seemed nervous. He
told the officers that yes, he has been

driving the car that night, but he knew
nothing about a fire bomb.

“Allan, we want you to come to the
police station and answer some more
questions,” Officer Cardinal said calmly.

“Um...ah...can I get my coat and
write my mom a note?” he asked.

Officer Cardinal nodded. Allan
walked down the hallway towards a closet.
Suddenly, he raced into the kitchen and out
the back door. Officer Perera bolted after
him. As Allan tried to leap the back fence,
she caught his leg. Perera pulled him to the
ground and took a step away from Allan.
‘Allan jumped up, holding a small garden
shovel in his hand.

“Put that dc Allan. You're in
enough trouble as it is,” said Perera.

Allan Jashed out at the police
officer, who ducked and punched Allan
squarely in the middle of his chest,
knocking him off his fect. Afier a moment,
Allan sat up and yelled “You've got no
right to hit me! This is police brutality!”

Officer Cardinal helped Allan to his
feet while Perera placed his wrists in
‘handcuffs. Then they dragged Allan to the
police car since he refused to cooperate. At
‘the police station, Allan was told he was
being arrested for arson and murder.

“You do not have to make a
statement, Allan. If you o, it can be used in
court against you,” said Cardinal.

“You bet I want to make a
statement! I want my statement in the paper.
She attacked me without reason! I want to
call a newspaper! T want to call  lawyer!”
Allan shouted.

Cardinal and Perera allowed Allan
10 call his parents, but not the newspaper.
He was led to a cell. An iron door swung.
shut and Allan was on the inside of the cell
staring out. Fis eyes suddenly filled with
fear. He was in serious trouble.





image7.jpeg
Lockport School

Grade 9 Social

The Arrest Procedure in Canada:

Obtain a warrant for arrest except
under specific circumstances, such
as catching someone in the act of
committing a crime.

Identify themselves as police
officers.

Avoid using more force than is
necessary.

Tell people why they are being
arrested.

Tell people that they do not have
to make a statement and that, if
they do, their statements can be
used in court.

Tell people that they have a right
10 talk 10 a lawyer without delay.

J§
ing Better:
Respond to the questions below in full
sentences in the space provided. Please
pay attention to the value of the question.

7. Do you think officers Cardinal and
Perera followed the Canadian Arrest
Procedure properly when going to Allan’s
house? (See procedure above and compare
0 their actions)

(1 mark)

8. Did officer Perera have the right o
strike Allan? Why is this so? (2 marks)

Studies Law

| Quesiioning Sociery:

9. Why do you think police have to follow a
strict set of rules when making an arrest?
How does this ensure hat the legal system
functions fairly? (2 marks)
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The Canadian Court System

Tn criminal cases, the power and responsibility of the courts begin once the
police have arrested someone suspected of committing a crime. The
responsibility of the court is twofold. First, it must decide if the defendant is
innocent or guilty. Second, it must decide how the guilty are to be punished.

Supreme Court of Canada
Hears sppess from supreme coursof the
e e

TRin heas cases ivolving diffcult poitsofaw
% o Rt tese

KEY:
——> Appeal

== Indictable

\ Summary

[ Supreme Court of the Province |

Appeals Division
“Hlears appeals from district or county courts and from
the supreme court of the province, trials division.

Trials Division
“Hears cases involving the most serious i
offenses such as murder, rape, treason, efc.

Provincial Court
-No jury present

~Judge hears cases involving
summary conviction offences
“May also bear cases involving
less serious indictable offences
ifthe accused so wishes

District Court
~Tudge with our without jury
hears cases involving less
serious indictable offences
-Also hears appeals from the
provincial court

Family Court
—Hears cases dealing with
family problems such
“Usually part of the provincial
court

Youth Court
S
juveniles (aged 12-17)
i ol H0R
Cmina s At
eualy paof he
Sl

Summary Conviction
Offences

“Less seriouscrimes such a5

common assault, disturbance

ina publc place, petty heft

“Tried without a jury

Indictable
Offences
~The more serious erimes
such as murder, kidnapping,
armed robbery, rape

Classification Hearing
“Defendant appears before a judge who classifies
the alleged offence
I the type of offence is unclear, the Crown
attorney decides how to classify the alleged

Alleged Offence

APPEALS: In all court cases a decision is made by a judge or a jury. Decisions can be
appealed; the parties involved may ask the court system to re-examine the decision based
on one or more of the following criteria:

1. The judge may have made an error in how the trial was conducted;

2. The jury may have been prejudiced against the defendant; or

3. New cvidence may have been found
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Allan Littlewood

Part 3: Allan Goes to Court

While waiting for the sheriff's deputy to
take him to the courtroom, Allan began to
think over the events of the last three-and-
a-half months.

Bail

The morning after his arrest, Allan had
appeared before a judge. The judge told
‘him in a stem voice, “You are charged with
the indictable offences of arson and
murder. Do you wish to plead guilty or not
guilty to the charges?”

Allan’s father had just hired the
small law firm of Pelleticr and Mah to
defend his son. Lise Pelletier stood and
said “We do not wish to entér a pleaat this
time, your Honour. We will need more
time to examine the evidence.”

The judge accepted the lawyer’s
standard request and then turned to the
arresting officer. The judge asked Officer
Perera whether or not Allan should be
granted bail. When Perera said she saw no
reason why not, the judge set bail at
$50,000. Mr. Littlewood’s face turned
white.

The judge remanded the case for
three months. During that time, the Crown
and the defence attorneys would to gather
and examine evidence fo prepare for the
trial. Although Allan was not held in jail,
he was required to return for his trial and
not leave the city.

Pre
Allan met with his lawyers several times
over the next three months. They asked
him questions about the night of the crime,
about his feclings towards immigrants and
about his life before the evening of
November 11. They also sent Allan to a
psychiatrist for tests. All of these actions
were taken to learn more about their client.

Finally, the lawyers decided on a
defence. They would try to prove that Allan
‘was temporarily insane on the night of the
crime. He had been drinking, and his
lawyers hoped to prove that Allan was
intoxicated. They would argue that Allan
did not know what he was doing and was
therefore not responsible for his actions.

Plea Bargaining
In the two weeks before the trial, Allan’s

lawyers were searching for character
witnesses, people who would testify in
court that he was a good person. They were
having trouble finding people to testify.
Allan could not understand this. He had
friends. People knew him,

Finally Pelletier and Mah came over
o Allan’s house. They proposed a new plan
to Allan and his family. They wanted Allan
to plead guilty to a lesser charge of
manslaughter.

“I don’t understand why you want
me to do this! Can’t you get me off’ Allan
said.

“This is called plea bargaining,
Allan said Lise Pelletier. “Frankly, we are
having trouble building a defence for you.
We know that Reg, the other person
identified by the eyewitness, is going o
become a Crown witness. He is still
underage and will be tried in Youth Court.
Asajuvenile, his treatment is different from
yours. His testimony means there is  strong
chance you will be found guilty. Your
sentence will be life in prison. But if we
make an agreement with the Crown to plead
guilty to manslaughter, the sentence will be
eight to ten years, maybe less.

“But why would the Crown agree to
such an arrangement?” asked Mrs.
Littlewood.

“Plea bargaining is a common
practice,” explained Sandy Mah. “Tt is good
for both sides. If the Crown’s case isn’t
airtight, they often agrec 10 a plea bargain.
This saves the court time and the taxpayers
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money. The aceused receives some form of
punishment but a lesser sentence than the
maximum.”

Allan was stunned. He seemed
destined to go to prison no matter what he
did. He finally agreed. Lise Pelletier
contacted the Crown attomey with the
offer. The Crown refused. When Pélletier
told Allan the news, he felt sick and alone.

The Trial
Because Allan had been charged with
murder, he would be tried by a judge and
jury. Tf his lawyers could convince one or
more members of the jury that Allan did
not commit the crime, he would be
released. On the other hand, it was possible
that none of the jury members would
sympathize with Allan.

‘The jury was selected from a large
pool of residents, people who lived in the
municipality where the crime occurred.
Jurors are required fo take an oath and to
‘make their decision based upon the
evidence presented. Outside information,
such as media reports, is kept from the
jurors to ensure they reach a fair decision.

Once the jury had been selected,
Allan was brought into the courtroom and.
the trial began. Two sheriff's deputies
escorted him to the defence desk, and.
Allan’s shackles were removed. One of the
deputies sat behind him to make sure he
did not escape. They jury sat to one side
and Allan looked nervously at their faces.
They looked like people he would see on
the street or in a mall. But Allan was affaid
of the jury and the judge. Hle was afraid
they would send him to prison for twenty-
five years.

The Opening Statement
The Crown atiomey rose and made the
opening statement:

“We intend to prove that on the
night of November 11, 2011, the defendant,
‘Allan James Littlewood, drove to the

Grade 9 Social Studies

corner store. He got out of his car and lita
fire bomb. He threw the bomb at the front
window of the store, deliberately and
knowingly. We intend to prove that Allan
Littlewood hated immigrants. We will
prove that Allan Littlewood intended to
‘harm, even kill, these innocent people.”

After the Crown attorney finished
‘her remarks, Sandy Mah made the opening
statement for the defence.

“Your Honour, ladies and gentlemen
of the jury. T want you to be clear about
what the Crown must prove in this case. It
must prove that Allan Littlewood, not
someone else from the car, threw the fire
‘bomb. It must prove that the person who
threw the fire bomb wanted to kill another
‘person, to commit murder. The Crown will
ot be able to do this. You will see from our
evidence that it was never Allan’s intent to
‘harm, let alone kill anyone. I am confident
you will have merey on this misguided
Yyoung man. He is the product of his father’s
prejudice. We will prove to you that Allan
Littlewood was not in his right mind on the
night of November 11,2011

Calling Witnesses and Cross-examining
The trial continued for several weeks. First,
the Crown presented its evidence and called
its witnesses. The defence cross-examined
each of the Crown’s witnesses. Cross-
examining serves several purposes. Itis a
good way to determine how reliable a
witness is and how accurately the witness
recalls facts and details. Lawyers use cross-
examination to show a different version of
events as well as to uncover new facts.

‘When the Crown finished its case,
the defence presented its side. Allan’s
lawyers presented their evidence and called
their witnesses. The Crown then cross-
examined the defence witnesses.

10
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ction 3 Response Question:

sentences in the space provided. Please pay ~

attention to the value of the question.

10. Why was Allan charged with an
indictable offence instcad of 2 summary
conviction offence? (1 mark)

11. For what reason may Officer Perera
have suggested that Allan be denied bail?
(1 mark)

— = e e

13. What is the purpose of plea bargaining?
Why does it exist? (2 marks)

14. What charge did Allan’s lawyers
suggest he plead guilty to? How do the
sentences differ for the two charges?
(2 marks)

12. Why did the judge decide to remand
Allan’s case? How long was it remanded
for?

(2 marks)

8
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‘After all the witnesses have testified and all
the evidence has been presented, there are
four more stops in a criminal trial.
1. The closing statement.
After all the witnesses have been heard,
cach lawyer makes a short speech to the
jury. The Crown speaks first and the
defence follows. They sum up the facts
that support their side of the case. They
try very hard to convince the jury to
Delieve the arguments for or against the
defendant.
2. The charging of the jury.
Foliowing the closing statements, the
judge outlines how the law applies in the
‘specific case on trial. The judge reminds
the jury that they must base their decisio
on the facts presented in the trial.
3. The deliberations.
‘The jurors leave the courtroom and begis
their discussions of the case ina private
oom. Their decision must be unanimous
‘which means that everyone must agree
on the same verdict. If they cannot agree
then there is a “hung jury”. This jury is
discharged and a new jury is selected.
Cases with hung juries must be tried all
over again.
4. The verdict.
Once a unanimous decision has been
reached, the jury foreperson reads the
verdict to the judge. If the defendant is
found not guilty, the verdict is an
acquittal. The defendant is legally free
t0 go at this time. However, if the verdic
is guilty, the judge must decide of the
‘punishment given. The judge must
consider several factors before setting th
sentence. How old is the defendant. Has
the defendant committed other crimes in
the past? How serious was the crime?
Under what cireumstances was the crime
commitied? What sentences have other
guilty defendants received for the same
crime? These questions help guide the
judge’s decision.

Grade 9 Social Studies

Law

Allan Littlewood

Part 4: The Appeal

The day after Allan’s trial ended, Sandy
Mah visited him in jail. Allan was
depressed. He had been found guilty and
sentenced to ten years in prison.

“I can’t go to prison!” he cried.
“You’ve got to do something to keep me
out of jail. I'm only cighteen—I don’t want
{0 rot away for ten years of my life!” Allan
hung his head and began to cry out of fear
and frustration.

Sandy Mah phrased his remarks
carefully. Allan had to understand there was
little hope for changing the sentence.

“We can try for an appeal but we
only have thirty days to file one. We must
find some sort of a problem with the way
the trial was conducted. Although you have
the right to an appeal, that doesn’t mean
your case automatically qualifies. And you
will not go free if your case is appealed
unless the sentence is overturned.”

Allan insisted he wanted Mah to file
an appeal. He hoped he would still go
home.

Pelletier and Mah searched for
grounds for an appeal. Finally they found
what they were looking for. One of the
jurors was married to a person of colour and.
the lawyers would argue that this had
denied Allan a fair trial. The appeal was
‘heard in the appeals division of the
‘provincial court. The judge upheld the
original decision since there was no
evidence that the juror was prejudiced
against Allan. The last bit of hope was
gone. Allan Littlewood entered a federal
penitentiary on April 15,2012
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17. Do you think Allan deserved an appeal?
Why or why not? (1 mark)

Respond to the questions below in full
sentences in the space provided. Please
pay attention to the value of the question. ————————————

15. What do you think the judge took into

: 5 _—
consideration when sentencing Allan? Be
specific! (2 marks) e

Section 4 Total:

5)

16. Which of the three main reasons for
appeals (look at page 8) do you think is
most likely to oceur in eriminal court
cases? Why?

(2 marks)
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[Prisor

There are three main functions prisons
fulfil:

The three purposes of Canadian

Prisons:
T Rebabifiation | 2. Retribution | 3. Deferrence
Some offtmders | The offenders | Punishing
are given have hurt someone fora
psychiatic help. | society, sothey | crime should
They are rained | should be prevent that
for jobs. They are. | purished. ‘person from.
helped to retum. committing
o0 society as law- another crime,
abiding ciizens. because the
offender fears
| punishment

Most provinces have three levels of
prisons. First there are local jails, where
inmates can be held while awaiting trial
for less serious crimes or serve sentences
of less then three months. Second,
‘provincial prison house inmates waiting
trial for serious offences or serving
sentences or three months to two years.
‘Third, there are foderal penitentiarics,
‘where inmates sentenced to more than two
years serve their time. Allan Littlewood
would be sent to a federal maximum
security prison as a dangerous offender,
one who poses a risk to society.

Federal Penitentiaries:

Maximum Medium Minimum
Security: Security: | Security:
Convicts are | Convicts are | Convicts are
dangerousto | not very not
the public and | dangerousto | dangerous to
maytryto | thepublic | the public
escaps. and will and will not
probably not | try o escape.
try to escape.

Allan Littlewood

Part 5: The Fate of Allan’s Juvenile
Accompl :

Reginald Larson was identified by the same
eyewitness who identified Allan
Littlewood, but Reg was not arrested on the
evening of the fir bombing. The following
Monday, the investigating officers, Cardinal
and Perera, went to Allan’s old high school.
Using the witness’s description and
information obtained from the school office
about Allan’s friends, they took Reg Larson
out of school and drove him to the police
station. Unlike Allan, Reg did not try to
flee. He went along quiely, afler the police
officers told him who they were and the
reason for his arrest.

Reg was taken to the same police
station as Allan. There he was asked to
verify that his legal age was 16 as of
Tanuary 13, 2011. Reg also told the
arresting officers the names, telephone
‘numbers and addresses of his parents. The
officers informed Reg that his parents
would be contacted and that he would be
held until he could see a youth court judge.
They also told Reg he had the right to legal
counsel. A lawyer would be provided for
him if he could not afford one. ‘

Twice Reg began to make a
statement about his involvement in the first |
bombing. He had never been in trouble with
the police before and was feeling guilty ‘
about the death of the young girl. Both |
times the police stopped him. They told him
he did not have to give a statement of any
kind at this time. Reg decided to wait until
his parents arrived, as Officer Cardinal ‘
suggested. Any statement could be used as
evidence and had to be totally voluntary.
When his parents arrived, Officer ‘
Perera took them into an interrogation |
room. There, they were informed that Reg
was being charged with and indictable ‘
offence, as an accomplice to arson and
murder.

[1e]
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Perera explained that these were serious
charges and there was a good chance the
Jjudge would transfer the case to adult
court. The Larson’s were visibly upset and
questioned Officer Perera about Reg’s
treatment since his arrest.

“Reg is being held in a detention
centre for young offenders,” said Perera.
“He is not with adult offenders. The judge
will hear the preliminary evidence later
this afternoon. You will find out more
once the hearing takes place. Ts you son’s
lawyer coming down here?”

Mrs. Larson replied: “He’s a friend
of the family. He’ll be here soon. When
can T sce Reg?”

“We will bring him back here and
take his statement in the presence of you
and his lawyer. I know it’s hard but right
DOW you’ve got to be patient.”

When Reg appeared before the
judge, he was informed of his rights under
the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The judge
listened to the charges against Reg and
read over Officer Cardinal’s
recommendation that Reg be released to
his parents without bail. This
recommendation was based on the
evidence Reg supplied against Allan
Littlewood’s case. But because of the
severity of the charges, the judge set bail at
$5,000. He did not transfer the case to
adult court, but did reserve the right to
make that decision later. Reg was released
to his parents’ custody, following the
payment of bail. His court date was set for
early January, just before his seventeenth
birthday.

Like Allan, Reg spoke with his
lawyer often following his release from
custody. His lawyer immediately
suggested Reg plea bargain by offering his
statement as evidence for the Crown to use
in their prosecution of Allan. Reg was
uncomfortable with this and felt that he
was betraying a friend. His lawyer told
him what the consequences could be for
not cooperating.

“As a young offender, you could get
up to ten years for murder. But if you don’t
cooperate, that judge will transfer your case
to adult court. There you could be given
twenty-five years as an accomplice to
murder.” Afier hearing this, Reg agreed o
cooperate.

Unlike Allan, Reg’s name never
appeared on the news. Since Reg was a
young offender, the media were not allowed
to reveal his identity. He could only be
referred to as “a sixteen-year-old male”,

The Crown attorney accepted Reg’s
offer of cooperation and allowed him to
‘plead guilty to a lesser charge of
involuntary manslaughter. This meant
Reg’s case would not go to trial in an adult
court. Instead, Reg appeared before a Youth
Court judge who reviewed the evidence, his
background, the information supplied by the
police, and Reg’s guilty plea. They judge
also reviewed a report that recommended
Reg be jailed for six months, given two
years probation, and enrolled in a program
‘where he would receive counselling to deal
with his prejudices. If Reg’s case had gone
to trial, he would have had the right to an
appeal like any other adult offender.

After Reg was sentenced, his parents
said their good-byes. His lawyer stayed to
remind him that if he was not charged with
an offence for five years after the
completing of his sentence, his youth record
would be destroyed.

“T thought that happened
automatically when I turned eighteen!”
cried Reg. He was angry. “You mean I'll
still have a record as an adult?”

“Only if you’re charged within five
years following the sentence. After that you
can start over, with a clean slate.” Reg’s
lawyer strugeles to control his temper.

“Look Reg, the whole point of the
Youth Criminal Justice Act is to give kids
like you, ones who mess up, a chance to do
better. You got off pretty easy—a short time
in jail, probation and counselling. Your life
will get better. The bomb your friend threw

151
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took that litle girl’s ife away forever—
nothing can bring her back to her family.
So don’t complain about having to stay out
of trouble to avoid a criminal record!”

His lawyer turned and walked
away. Reg was left standing alone. The
sherifP’s deputy then escorted him through
adoor on his journey to a young
offender’s section of the provincial prison.
Like Allan, he was about to experience the
final part of the legal system firsthand.

20. Do you think it’s fair that Reg got off
doing less time because he supplied
evidence against Allan? Why? (2 marks)

Response Questi

o the questions below in full
sentences in the space provided. Please
pay attention to the value of the question.

18. What s the maximum penalty a young
offender can receive for a serious crime
like murder? (1 mark)

Section 5 Total:

19. How was Reg’s sentence lessened

through plea bargaining? What did he have .
10 do? (2 marks) Booklet Total:

T
35 10

(Vocabulary)

Final Total:

45
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Criminal Law

Criminal law deals with offences against the public or society as a whole. These include
crimes such as murder, arson, sexual assault, and theft. Although individuals are the
vietims of such crimes, society as a whole is endangered by these actions.

All the laws for protecting society from criminal actions are set down in the
Criminal Code of Canada. The Criminal Code gives the federal government
responsibility for bringing offenders to trial, and it explains how an offender is to be
punished.

The Allan Litlewood case study will provide you with a better understanding of
criminal law and the Canadian legal system. The people and events in this case are not
real. However, people like Allan do live in Canada, and crimes like this do occur in our
society. This case study is based on reports of such crimes.

Allan Littlewood

Part 1: Allan Commits a Crime

‘Allan vas eighteen years old, of average
height and build, with sandy blond har.
He wore DC shoes and name brand
clothing. Looking at him, you would think
he was just like any other teenage
Canadian boy. When Allan was younger,
he played baseball and hockey in
organized leagues and basketball with his
friends. Once in high school, Allan spent
his time hanging around with a small
group of friends and working on his red
1970 Mustang. This car was his baby, and
he enjoyed nothing more then keeping it
in mint condition.

Six months ago, Allan lost his
licence because he was caught driving
while impaired. The suspension of his
driver's licence was a major source of
arguments between Allan and his father.
Mr. Littlewood refused to let Allan touch
the Mustang, even to wash or sit in it after
his Ticense has been suspended. Allan was
not even allowed to Jeave home since it
happened, except to walk to and from
school. Allan’s life had turned sour.

The Neighbor’s Party

It was a warm Saturday afiernoon in May.
Allan was sitting at the kitchen table
trying to do his math homework. He was

frustrated and ran his fingers through his
‘hair. He hated his homework, which he
could not understand, and he hated not
being free to do what he wanted, especially
on a Saturday afternoon.

“T’Il never get this stupid stuff,” he
muttered. Allan had skipped classes most
of last week and had not done any
homework. In math class, Allan found it
hard to concentrate on the lessons. He did
not understand the work, nor could he
seem to help himself. He pulled out his last
unit test and looked at the 28% at the top of
the paper. It seemed to shout at him—
FAILURE! Suddenly Allan became very
angry. He slammed his fist on the table. He
‘wanted a reason for his failure, something
or someone other than himself. He knew
the real fault for his failure lay with his
own actions, but this did not stop him from
finding someone else to blame. His
thoughts were interrupted by his father’s
shouting.

“Susan!” roared Mr. Littlewood,
Allan’s father. “Just listen to that horrible
racket! Those people don’t give us a
‘minute’s peace with that huge family of
theirs. Just how many people live in that
house anyway?”

Mr. Littlewood was a tall man who was
once quite athletic. Now he was
overweight. He stood staring out the
‘window at the family across the street.
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They were having a party in their yard,
laughing and playing music.

“These foreigners come in and
take over. They don’t even try to be.
Canadians; what with that noise they call
music, their weird foods and clothing! If I
had my way, P'd send every one of them
‘back where they came from!™

“You're right, Dad” said Allan as
e entered the living room.

“Who asked you?” answered his
father angily. “You think Ineed the
opiion of someone who can’t even pass a
‘math test? Get in there and study or you
won’t get your high school diploma. Then
those immigrants with their ten phony
university degrees will get every job
before youw”

“Dad”, said Allan, “that happens to
me already. At school, all those students
ever do is study and speak that stupid
language. Then they sit together so
nobody can tell them apart. No wonder
they all do so well. Teachers can’t look
prejudiced or those immigrants would be
screaming. So Canadian guys like me get
failed. Those foreigners are to blame for
all the trouble!”

“You see Susan!” Mr. Littlewood
shouted to his wife. “T told you, nothing,
but trouble for us Canadians.”

“Come on Dave,” said Mrs.
Littlewood. “They have to make a living
fo0. If they didn’t work, you’d accuse
them of living off Canadian workers.
You're always complaining that Allan
doesn’t work hard enough. Seems to me
they are doing, what you want our son to
do. Al this talk about ‘those people” is
just going to make Allan prejudiced.”

“Prejudiced? You don’t have to
‘worty about that, Mom! T've already made
up my mind about them,” said Allan
laughing at his mother.

Susan Littlewood watched as her
husband and son went into the kitchen. She
was concerned that they were forgetting
that their neighbours were good people who
worked hard and cared for their property.
Allan and Dave just needed to get to know
their neighbours better, she thought. Then
things would work out.

Trouble at Sehool

Things did not work out as Mrs. Littlewood
had hoped. In the months that followed,
Allan’s prejudice went past mere thoughts
and became actions as well. At school,
‘Allan became the leader of a racist group
who acted out their prejudices. He enjoyed
the way some of the students at school
feared him. This made him feel important
and successful.

‘At first, Allan and his group of
friends just shouted insults and made rude
comments to them. Then they began {0 push
and shove some students in the hallway,
always careful not to get caught. Soon they
came to believe that other students
supported them because no one spoke out
Finally, on the first Friday afternoon in
June, Allan and two of his friends were
suspended from school for a week. They
had been caught physically haressing a
grade ten student in a washroom.

In the last week of June, final grades
were posted. Allan learned that he had
failed all but one of his courses. He blamed
his failure on the week long suspension and
the grade fen student who was the victim of
‘harassment.

‘The Fire Bomb

During the summer, Allan got his driver’s
license back and took 2 job at the company
where his father worked. Allan and his
father became better friends, sharing their
dislikes for foreigners. Every day, they
would swap stories and tell jokes about the
immigrants they felt were the source of all





